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[6° tt much of an editorial this time 
Jan update on Chass letter. Last weekhe ast sentenced 
gnt He ul be appealing this, 


Ferse m and maree fo Se 
ocd luck, Chas 
Graham alge was in prison last month. Seem? 
ne avrested. For drunk driving and hadto 
to alcoholielasses, which he didnt da; Sethe lew 


Trew him inte the Hogback Hilton Foro week to te 

him a lesson, (Lthidi Don't Get Caught!) His situation was 
notasbad a: de a tevstee and.go to 
serve dinner to +h hes eve 
living in Midland For « while. 

Lost Generation were also i priser, 


they played. în Milan prison Far the prisoners, They weren't 7 
allowed to bring a camera I" gene pict ures, sorry, The Slow 
rs elected. te watch porne on cable 


vas a success but many prisone 
Lost Generation will be five on WCBM r983 Sun.Oct lO 8-9pm 
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Why settle for champagne? 


I the last fou months a band called SLE has become very prominent on the local 


muste scene realizing this and wishing to imow more about then Jerry and I interviewet 


festival] at the Star Bar. AIL members of 


the band Fr day Sept. 17 during the musie 


SLK wore fpresent which is:Mike Behrean/Guitar: Art Bromel1/Vocals; Jon 


äsldebrandt 


Druns: Sax,rond manazer, sounden; Darl Staftelé/ 


2011 Melieldy/Gaitar; Joan Masareaui 
Sax; Roger Schwoebel/3assi and ChrisVreede/ Keyboards, 
Jerry: So how Aid your band start? 


ra and in the bert 


Sean: Yoh I've seen you guys over about the last 2 y 
nore of a rythan and bluss bends 

Art: Wo ware originally knon as the "After School Elves Bard" 

St So who's Adea was 1t to go from a blues to a ska orientation? 

ike: Art and I originalig conceived it as a blues band. Once ve started playing we 


found ve had absolutely no talent as blues musictans. 


| Art: We had neither talent nor expiertence. 


Miko: It'a more or 


m a dying art form. ke ware looking around for sonething new 
when a friend of mine who was going to art school turned me onto ska, The nore I 
Listened to it the more I loved, so £ played te these guys and they got into it 


Anti Another big part of the transition was getting Roger as our bass player because 


our old bass player 
couldn't have kept wp. 


a 
Mos guy bat. sn h 
y bu Fi 


w 


oves us money. 
Ahh I'a fasiltar with 

that. hen you started 

on ska had you Listened to 


much Jamaican music? 


Yoh, reazaa Like 


Zob Marley, Peter Tosh 


PEM Metall, 


S: Much later 


storically + 
ska tho. 


Mike: We didn't start going 
Deck into st until after 
ve were playing. 


Art: Der 


ety our introduci 
to ska vas thri the Enrliah 
bands, such as the Specials 


‘The Beat and Se 


ctor 
er than the originals, 


T think most peoples was, 


CHRIS V, and. ROGER S. BAM Rally 
Ska was rather obscure, 


3: I know you guys have one single out since wien. 


Mike: March dt cas 


out An mareh tho it has our old drumekineup inste d 
of John and Billy, We'll probably rerecord 


songs(Trigger Talk and Loralo) 1f wo 


do an album. 


Didn't you guys just do another recording in a studiot Will that be an albun 
or what? 

‘taker Hell we recorded the first part of it and werte lookin for a national Label dead, 
TF me get that then we'll finish At and have then put it outi but Af we gotta do it 


then We're gonna have to wait a few monti 


not release It as an independent, 


St I suppose 44111 take nore money fron you 


way. 


Mike: Yoh, right actually getting it made de the 


parti getting a record 
distributed de hard. Following up on 1t, checking the stores calling people, and ao on. 
J+ Dose anyone know when the album from tonight will cone out? 

Poker: Supposedly DecemberT, but that's pushing it, but 1t should be out for 

Christmas or the first of the year, 

Art: We vere just listening to the rough tape and it sounds Great! 


loger: Tom ti 


sound guy really knows wh 


head enzineer at 


a long tine ati and he's 


h Sclipse too. 


Și Tou started out doing alot of covers nov you are da ing nore of your om material, 


Who writes your original songs? Does one person doit or do you all get 


couple. 


Mike: Well everyone writes right nov. Billy's got a song, Ace(J 


and everyone flesshes it in 


Itis ike someone bringing în the skeleton franewor! 


song it is will kinda guide it along. 


person who 


Aci: tight they'll have the Che especially 


anges down and probably the bass li 


Joger, our bass player. But after that it's Like "Eere's the bass line, John, what kind 


of drum part can you work out with shat" and usually the vocals are pretty mich 


worked out beforehand, too. 


we koop practising 


Mike: We don't Play or record until everybody is set on th 


and practising,we practise da 


en a lot of us live 


together, four of us Just got 


a house. It's got 4 acre 


so wo can play all the tine. 


io can just open the windows 
now and Mast our brains out. 
In our old neighborhood 
they wore such dicke you 

a't believe At. They 
passed a petition around 


rom saying "wo don't want any lo 


music" 


Art: Bight houstholds sighed it, trying to kickus out. 
eir nanes to it, all they did was sign their 


Roger: But none of then would să; 


addresses. Th y vere just total chickens, I mean they wouldn't 


dt tava you had mss from your demo tape out of any national groups? 


viko: Hall the thing is we've only just got the copyright worked out so we didn't 


Iy vant St to go out. We've just talked to the president of Anco’ recorda; ie! 


going to talk to some cats fron IRS and Boardwalk Records and Arson; but it's still 


early now. 


Art: We've had offers fron some of the local detr 


t groups Like Arson and Trend City, 
people like that, but they can't supply tour support. The trouble with being around 
here As that the 


no big record companies. 


ight, you've got to make a big enough stink to havethen send someone out here 


or have something big enough that 


for you. 


dr Wed m 


o about out of tine how about one last quectior 


the toonyboppers. 


How old As ov in the band? 


Mike; Well we range from about 20 «2. 


sure they're all old enough to drink, Judging from the way they dem Guiness! 
Arti We're all in our sexual prime, spread it around 


John: NINE-MINE-FIVE-PIVZ-TERZE-TWO-SEVE. CALL US UP ANYTIME GIRLS, THAT'S OK! 


THANK YOU, FATHER, FOR THES F000 
IN JESUS" 
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INTO THis? 
a} 


The Case of Charles Spratling 


Charles Spratling, imom to his friends as Chas, is in jail right 
‚how. “Hie was living at 423 3enjimin when he was tora fron his hone on 
a rape chare, A non-violent person if ever there was one, he just 
dogsn't seen to be the type m:o would comit such a crime. I have never 
known hin to have any problen with girls, in fact he had a serious 
relationship before he was put in jail. Jackson prison just doesn't 
acea right for this geatle person, But instead of me telling you of his 
plizat I will give you his om words. Tiis letter wes written on 
august fourth, 1962. 
Dear Aaron Jones and "the Truth”, 
It's good to hear fron yow-all. i'm here in jail, not doing much 
of anything. Ican read stuf? from the jail library, and since I'm in 
‚medical, they let ny girlfriend bring mea 7.V. perhaps I can get a 
radio tod. And I get a lot of mail, and I answer it 
Mice a weex I get a “store order", unless th 
buy things like shampoo, toothpaste, cigarettes, 
I've got money in my account, that is no problems I 
available items ir my next letter, for information 
‘You are wrong about the police attitude. Zach one 


spond) 


reis to be ignored when I went attention. A few have cop; 
attitude simply beoauseof ay charge, but the ones who know ne how 
realise 1'1! not that kind. 
bout how I got here; I was arrested in january for a crine that 
ogoured in August. Consequently, I couldn't say shere I was at the 
time (Aug, 22, 7:30 A.i.) but I never get up a- 7:90 if I can avoid it. 
They didn't question ne first or anything, just came into ay house wit 
a warrant for ny arrest. It vas scary; tnia warrant has my namo, victima 
une, address where crine occured, the crime and case number, and the 
penalty, tyara to life’. Ton, it'soamod ne hitless. Eset brougit dom 
tom and finger printed, “soardh got to call ny nother. I sat ara 
around for a few hours, and they kept askin: ne questions, but I would 
not answer witil I taltea to 7. They arrested ze about 10:00, 3Y 
1:00 I vag dn A courtroom, arreigied (forsslly charged), and had bond 
set, still without benefit of a lamer, The cop was going to ask for 
a 25000.00 dollar bond, but when he found ny California drivers liscence 
o doubled it. The judge asked why he shouldn't follow that recommendation. 
I said, "I've lived in iichigan for twenty-four years, and I'm not going 
sgpriato. And T don't ave asyıhere year tuat moh sotey, IF you vant 
to keep ne in jail, that's the way to do it. That bond is totally 
wireagouable," The jude followed the cop's recommendations 
They took me to the county jail about 4:00. ay 8:00 my dad hed 
bailed ne out. The deputies were in shock, and so wes I. I hadn't 
even talked to ny parents, just the answering machine, iis layer 
shrewdly waited until the’ judge had gone hone to bail me out, he 
Sight have raised it, Dai posted a 10% bond, 5000.00 dollars: 
I was totally flipped out, had no idea what was going one I had 
never net this girl I'm supposed to have raped, didn't imow if she was 
young or old, black or wit 
The next'day ny name was in the paper. God, was I embarrased! 
The paper said I was arrested ‘on te o£'a conposit drawing" 
Tie timed out to be untrue, at least as far as I can tell. In fact 
every news article concerning ny case has had errors. 
Muy believe 1 told yourall 1 had been arrested, but didn't discuss 
it on ny lawyers advice. I told a few people, because I was so flipped 


out it was always on my mind. All of m friends renained ny friends, 
which surprised ne too. 

I text _aineă information at a "prelininary exaiination", basically 
the‘ police said why theg arrested me, and a judge decided if I si ould 
be tried. Before that they asked ne to be in a Line-up. I went back to 
the jail, and they picked out five look-alikes. I changed into green cv 
coveralls tia: had E11 of the snaps missing, 7 was socred, the Other 
jatlbirds were bored, the di-ference was really apperext. ` 

We each took a nwiber, and they took our picture. we went 
upstairs to a roon with one-way (lass. We can't se: the victins, I 
was only accused of one crine, but six different wonen took a look 

at me. Step forward, tura around, repeat after ne, "you like it nore 
than I do" really degratin , ya ‘cow? when it's over they won't let 

ne leave! I waited about a hour for ny lawyer to cone get me. So at 

this "preliminary exaninatior" I find out she picks out me and another 

aa “possibles". This girl had her apartmert broken into (She's testifying) 
some minor stuf? ripped off and she gets raped, Sone asshole pulls 
plastic chair out fron her bedroom door and jumps on her with a knife 

in hás hand. She gets a look st him then he puts a baz over her head 

She describes him as "dari: haired, clean shaven and slightly built 

and jell, I'm not worried, last sumer I was tanned and muscled 


fron working in’ the muz, and I've always hat a moustache. So this 
guy rapes he: and douc’ es her with a deer bottle, then splits, 
"IR takes the fuss five months to find ay print on this bottle 


Ho-ıhere else, not on this plastic chair, not on tho forced ope: 
window, not on her door'mob, not on her phone that was put off the hook. 
Way they suspected me in tie first place, to check ny prints, T dont 
know. I've lived in that building before, twice, but years before. 
So I'n bound over for trail in April. I get it delated until 
July. In June ay friend billy gets picked up for,..you cot it...rape. 
His Story is as complicated as mine, suffice it to say, after waitin: 
în jail Tor a south and a half, the state dropped charges, ut not 
botore they talk to his wife, she tells them I wear a leather Jacket 
SENT ema to PAATE T abona: seara, how ay fingerprints got 
gone to „ I should really explat hoz ate go 
put on tide bottle, fhe bottle was thas broda, already fa fer houses 
‘ve oither been set up, or dam: strange cirowstences. “11 I can 
figure is that, since it was a molsor bottle(ny brand), perhaps I 
touched it in a store or something. I do have a habit of nixing up 
molson deers and ales into a variety pack. So this 1s what ny with 
tell the jury. I've always had a moustacho, last sumer I had a go 
fan, and T tothe a lot of solsons beor. D r 
we prosecution says 1) This wonan was raped. 2) ny prints are 
on the bottle, 3) I wear a black leather jacket, and 4) I carry 
ay swiss aray knife 
Based on that six mer and sir women find me guilty in four hours. 
I just can't understand it. So I'm waiting for my sertance and appeal, 
years to life, for a crime I didn't do, no one was injured in and lastd 
less than an hour. Sone things make no's but no one ever said that 
life was fair. It's not as bei as gettin: hit by a truck, except on 
my reputation. But the adventure is just er | 
Thon I cane back from california in July, 1980, I was still very a 
much in love with Julie, a cirl frierd I hal lived wit). for a couple 
of years. She moved on to other things, but after awiile we na acea to 
be pretty good friends. In Septeaber I took up briefly witi. Susy Kalarıy 
(you night imow her from comunity) when we met at work, 
nen that fell through, I took up with lyraa, a friend of a frieng 
and we got along 0."., but no skyrockets, I was coing to colledze 
too. After I got arrested I got paranoid, I wanted to sleep with soneom 


every night, both for security and for an alibi in case 
Want to question me every tine someone gets jumped on (+i 
Too much too soon took it's toll on Lyme and me. I moved to 423 
“Zenjimin in April, about the same tine I took up with Tamy, iiyraa and 
I still maintain a close (but platonic) relationship. I had a good 
7 sumer and fell very much in love. She is still zy cirl, writes and 
i; visits wacnever possible, although we can't even touch hands, We hed 
a real fine evening before I was taken away, but the celebration I 
had plamed for after my aquittal go: cancelled. 
When the jury was coming in to give their verdict ny lawyer said 
"If they won't look you în the eye, they've found you guilty,” it 
was true, They, handcuffed me and put ne in a holdinc cell behind tho 
courtroom. I didn't even set to kiss my nother. Yea, I cried for a 
walle. After awhile I was moved to the jail, and sat in a holding cell 
there for awhile. This was e Friday afternoon, and the place wes packed. 
I was with sone guys busted for se) ‘ounces of cocaine, and another 
guy busted for selling 100 hits of acid. After dinner they took ny street 
Clots, gave me sone steets, a blanket, a towel, and a pair of too 
‚small cover-alis, They put ze in a cell in the neximun security area 
"because we're too crowded and there's no room anywhere else.” Three 


daya later they let me buy a toothörusii, sone granola bare, pencils, 
a pod of paper and emvopoles fron the store. I've got (and still do, 
Visita on Sunday and Tvureday. Tf people will wait in line for two hours 
and show I.D. they can visit me (through 


glass) for twenty minuten, 
On one side of ne this nut talked to 


There were no outside windows, and the sink didn't work, I hed to drink 
fron the toilet. I waa going nuta, being arowid all thooo orasios 
Atta contagious. I dià get to make phone calls, they had a blue charge 
A phone in the fall. Sometimes the officer would let poeple into the 
haji to smoke (it's not allowed in the cells, nor are matches 
have to ask for a light, and todo that we have to get a cops attention 
firat,), and I could cali people (collect of course). 

I imew I coul-n't compete with the nuts at making noise to get 
the cope attention. T started writing votes to the gauris to plesse 
hove ne, laximin is for people who fuck up An cell Blocks, and T hadn’ 
done tnat, 1'6 give the notes to the trustees who brought moala. trunte 
are privileged Frlsonore, who do all the wor, Well, they moved mo to D 

I stay 


bloc, în max, a wei. 

The block was a trip. Sixteen men each have tieir om cells, with 6 
doors electrically operated by tie cops. They let you out when they 
want, and the rule is always close tie door behind you, There are 
windows, a table and bed (bolted to the walls). In tke day room, were 
they let us out to , you can take a shower anytine you wante There's a 
1,7, booka and a newspaper. Dut fifteen guys to share it with, and 
‘they gre orininals, always playing lir, touch guy. So I lot the blads 
zeal LES paper ist and change tho channel os the 2.1:7. got upaet 
when they started asking 4f I was queer, made cure not to tum my back 
or ot soap îi ny eyes in toe suowe. 1 starved Carring a long alarp 
pencil in my sock, tie nearest thing to a weapon I an allowed. 

T lasted a week before trouble hit. Durin. that time I did alright. 
I went to the Jail library, saw ay lawyer, got into the excercise 
court yard (sun and fresh air) twice. i'n not sure where the trouble 
cane from, but it might have been this. Trustees bring our food and 
put it în'a dining room, IT" not good, but there is a lot of it. 
Coffee and milk at breakfast, otuer wise kool-aid or lonenadgm other 
wise there 1s no choice about food, it's cold and orly a plagtig spoon 

= Ee done 

to eat it with, off of a plastic tray. The rule is last oi & 


wipe off the tailes. Well two guys took their trays over to the sink 

(you're supposed to leave then tere) but they weren't done eatiige 

I was the last one at the t i when I was done, these guys were 

Still cating. 1 put my tray on the stac and want back to tile day room 

e tuo followed wien they were done, but no one had wiped the tables. 

gaurd called on the inte:com (he sits in a unbreakable class office 
and watches us through windows) and said, toa 

0 one în particular, to wipe off the tables. I said I wasn't ti 

Jast one done eating and wouldn't do st. One of the white guy 

without a word, but a couple of the black: ga'e me a hard tim 

I dida't mind the work but didn't want to be * fuozed with". they got 

"bed" and talked about deat: 


tal was O.K., pretty nurses and 
broken nose, a nasty cut that 
bled for hours even after stiches, black eyes, and loose theth, but 
ny glasses didn't break. I came back to the medical unit not D Block. 
I got a shot of demerol (synthetic heroi}( and tylenol with codine. 
I Gad blurry vision. and dizay spells, and still find myself absent- 
minded. In medical I don't see anyone else, which is good and bad. 
O n the-negitive side, there isn't much attention from the gauris, 
waon I depend on for iignts and to sharpen pencils. Phone calls are 
harder to get, and they forget our store orders and laundry, Also 
no outside excercise, and the window has a view of the cement courtyard 
not grass and trees like tie block. On the positive ‘the matre: 
r (padded!) and ay om showers They let 
„0% my ow, and I can keep extra food, not just 
I got ay nese operated on, nore pretty mura 
sodis pesthanol (truth aer) to put me under, and locally adainistered 
cocaine to kill pain and stop bleeding when I woke up. The cops cane 


receptionist one of 
Figee force mata daw in Georga 
(it is). Dut at least then they let you out of Jail. After the operatim 
the nurses kept feeding me coffee and juice, but these cops put an endt 
to it. 1 narked on ‘ea though, for leaving their guna unlocked. 

That brings me up-to -date, I read, watch T.V., do pushups and 
write letters. I have a late, overdue term paper to write, and as soon 
as my sister sends in my notes I will do it. Then I'm a U of M graduate. 
I get sentanced on september the second, in Patrick Conlin's courtroom. 
It's /4 circuit court, in the county -uilding, main and kuron, I'll 
get years to life, and no parole because "It's a crime of violence". 
How nany years? It's up to the judge, he cete recomendations, the 
one tuat comts most is fron a probation officer who locks into m 
history . It's scary having ones fate rest in the hands of a total 
stranger, aspecially after getting screwed over already. "yee 8 to 
life" means at least one, and as many as they want. ‘hat will I get? 
hard to say. 2 to 5, 5 to 10, 10 to 20?L've got to do tie entire minimum, 
the last six months can de in a half-way house, lite the guy who murdered 
nonie. renenber lonte? that's why they are being so careful. 


Tom afraid of prison! there I go is up to the prison system, but it 
Won't be fun.. Too many criminals, violent types like 1 used to avoid. 
There is no where to run, no where to hide in prisons What's going to 
happen to my personality? Guess I'll leam viclence just to survive. 
No one talks of rMabilitation, No, it's vengence they want, to set an 
ezample. Dut 1121 (most Likely) get out some tine. Will I be a better 
Person? Will society be better off for having spent 20,000 dollars to 
keep me off the streets? Won't I be more dangerous then than now? All. 
of the ex-cons I have met behave like beaten dogs. It's not a question 
of breaking my spirit, just how much of ay spirit will they tale. 
‘There is no way to yourself from it, it pormeates your e 
soul, it's in the air ‘the food you eat, the shacklespyou 
Wear and the walls that confine you. What can you do? 

I have paper and envelopes, I'm not allowed books and macisine: 
{only from the library). Write Re letters about what real life is like. 
Second Rand is All the living I'm going to do for a while. Sunt exist. 
Tou Bight rip articles out of magazines, and 47 the Cops are nice they 

Et? je 

I got a good appeals lawyer, ny trial cost 5,000, and the peal 
will cost at Least 10,000, my dad paid that such for retainer, the appeal 
will take a or more. 

Mike sent me a Isolated Rat Hearts, maybe Sean would print ny letter. 
(no problem-24.)Mike moved to New York, so some one else must send th 
nert one, (once again, no problea-ză.)'you can send photos too, and if 
you want I'll send thom back. If you want to visit, call ay mom or 
ay sister first, otherwise you cut them off on visiting day. 

Actually, if Sean published my plight(this version is the best 
and most complete), along with my sentance (whatever it turns out 
fo be) and it's unfair, perhaps people might write to the governor 
pardon, or zaybe to the next goveranor. 
It! good to know people are interested in me, and that they care, 
T fool pretty Lost, but thore 1 still hope. hang in there,eh? I will. 

sincerely, Chas 

JUSTICE HAS ERRED, FRIE CHARLSS SPRATLING 
P.S. A lot of women are fucked-up, especially the kinds that hang out 
with bands for that identity thing, But if you work at it, you can 
find one with a heart of gold. I did. I sympathise with the feminists, 
but whet do they want to do about it? I'm against rape (and some kinds 
Sf soasings for that matter) bu wast "2,197 ionian rape lama are the 
most stringent anywhere; a is a womans word and a jury 
believes her. It's true, I knows i 

P.P.S. She never identified me. 


And that's the story of Charles Spratling,interesting isn't it, 
m not sure what anyone can do for Chas. His situation is bad at 
en deserves renovation, the prison system 
„about a riot out at 
thoy can nake a re- 
rehabilitate people 
20, that would cost too much 


5 "Chas" Spratling 
#5 medical unit 
Washtenaw county jail 
2201 Hogback road 
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Inefiret Sant I sav was called 


"ess the Crucifucks played 


firat tut I did not see then so I 
don't know what they were Like, Slight 
however sould pake some incredible 
sounds on their instruments. Calling 
St musio vould take a Little stretching 
of the imagination. The singer vas 

| painted with flourescent paint and they 
Pad a black Light shining on hin. It 

| looked really weird, They ased a lot 

| ot feedback and avery once în a while 
Would do sone really cool rythan things. 

"The next band was Negative Approach 


Fand they we 


really hot, Their 


| drumer is really good, steady amd fast. 


Kam general rule the crowd 


| 2 songe în their set the microphone 


hout tho nigh 


fuckedup somehow, waich was really a 


drag because thoy vor 


really doing 


“ood. I've seen these guys maybe ice 
‘nat, they played with none Antes at 
T have sean before, They were nore 


that Just about any other bant 
r soon. They were hat that nigh 
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‘cubes and pouring water on 


ne tune that escapes 
‘hat wasn't enouga 


